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"The Opera Hong Kong Chorus sang with discipline, precision and commitment. It was an impressive
performance. Credit is due to the singers and their chorus master, Jimmy Chan." — SCMP
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“Opera Hong Kong Chorus gave a superb, successful performance.
The members had a firm grasp of vocal techniques, demonstrating great professionalism.”— a.m. post
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Opera Hong Kong Chorus Members benefited from The Jockey Club Choral Training Programme
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Opera Hong Kong SEREIRR

Opera Hong Kong was founded in 2003 and it is the first opera company in Hong Kong. The company is committed to the
mission of enhancing the appreciation of the art of opera in Hong Kong, nurturing and promoting local music talents.
Under the artistic direction of Warren Mok, MH, the internationally acclaimed Hong Kong tenor, Opera Hong Kong has
produced many concerts and operas including Samson et Dalila, La Traviata, Turandot, Carmen, Le Nozze di Figaro, Roméo et
Juliette, Aida, Werther, Don Carlo, The Magic Flute, Manon, La Bohéme and Dr. Sun Yat-sen. Opera Hong Kong Chorus and
Opera Hong Kong Children Chorus were established in 2004 and 2008 respectively and they are becoming recognized
forces in the local choral scene.

Opera Hong Kong Chorus SERRIRSIEE

Opera Hong Kong Chorus was established in 2004 and made its debut in December that year in the Opera Hong
Kong production of La Traviata, and also performed in La Traviata, Turandot, Carmen, The Marriage of Figaro,
Roméo et Juliette, Aida, Don Carlo, The Magic Flute, Poet Li Bai, Manon, La Bohéme and Dr. Sun Yat-sen. The Chorus
now has a membership of over 100 gifted singers, selected from Hong Kong's leading music institutes and choirs
through stringent public auditions. Under the enthusiastic and talented leadership of Jimmy Chan, a renowned
choral conductor, Opera Hong Kong Chorus has achieved the high standards required for large-scale opera
productions.

Apart from performing in Opera Hong Kong's productions, the Chorus has every intention to become a first-class
opera chorus in its own right. To achieve its aim of promoting choral and opera activities in Hong Kong and
introducing high quality choral music to the public, Opera Hong Kong Chorus has held workshops, developed
educational programmesand presented recitals by members.
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The Jockey Club Choral Training Programme E5SRRISIN 2

With the aim to promote opera development in Hong Kong, the Jockey Club Choral Training Programme, funded by The Hong
Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust, provides 3-year systematic chorus training for selected Opera Hong Kong chorus members to
enhance their artistic standard, professionalism and sense of belonging to a professional chorus. The Programme provides
one-on-one vocal lessons for talented singers, and a number of training courses on movement, acting, dancing and makeup,
which are essential to an all-rounded professional stage performance. Chorus members will also benefit from an internation-
ally renowned chorus master through training workshops, as well as intensive practice and performing experience gained from
a series of public concerts each year. In order to facilitate the continued improvement of Opera Hong Kong Chorus, a Chorus
Directoris supported to oversee the weekly rehearsals and artistic standard of chorus members.

Jimmy Chan BR52MB  conductor& chorus Director ElERAEEEE:

Jimmy Chan pursued his studies at Indiana University where he was awarded Master of Music in Singing. He won
the First Prize in Singing at the International Artist Music Festival in Miami. He has performed widely with local and
overseas choirs and orchestras, and serves as vocal instructor at The University of Hong Kong, The Chinese University
of Hong Kong, Hong Kong Baptist University and The Hong Kong Institute of Education. Chan is most fervent in
promoting choral activities and has conducted more than 30 choirs over the years. Chan is the founder-music
director of over ten choral groups and is currently appointed the Chorus Director of Opera Hong Kong Chorus.

Petite Messe Solennelle by Rossini CohitimilinighY #E08fe
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Gioacchino Rossini (1792 - 1868) achieved both fame and fortune early in his career. By the age of 37 he had
written nearly 40 operas including // Barbiere di Siviglia. In 1829, after completing Guillaume Tel, he retired to
live in Italy, but suffered prolonged and painful illness there. He composed hardly at all until 1855 when he
went back to Paris. Here his health and humour returned, together with his urge to compose, and he wrote
over 150 piano pieces, songs, small ensembles, including the graceful Petite Messe Sofennefe (1863). Rossini
was asked by a friend, Countess Louise Pillet-Will, to write a solemn mass for the consecration of a private
chapel and scored the work for intimate forces — two pianos, harmonium, four soloists and small chorus.

The Petite Messe Solennelle was first performed in Passy near Paris in March 1864. Described by Rossini as "the last
mortal sin of my old age’, it is one of the most remarkable compositions of his career. At the end of the score he
rathertouchingly wrote: ‘Good Lord, there itis, finished, this poor little mass. | do not knowif this musicis sacred or
sacrilegious. | was bom for comic opera as You well know. Little skill, some feeling and that’ all. Therefore let me
sing Your praises and grant me your paradise. G. Rossini — Passy 1863 His descriptionlittle’has stuck to the work
so thatitis customarily referred to as the‘Petite’ Messe Solennelle, in spite of taking over 80 minutes to perform.
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Ticketing F9E

Member Discount & £ 8=

+ 15% discount for Opera Hong Kong Members, Opera Hong Kong Chorus Members and Friends of Opera Hong Kong
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Discounts Efth{B=

« Half-price tickets available for citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities, full-time students and CSSA
recipientsit BO0BE R ES#EA T~ BEAL « 2 BHBERGETERERNTEALFE
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OPERA HONG KONG &&&K=IF%
Room 1907, Pacific Plaza, 410 Des Voeux Road West, Hong Kong
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Tel EE5E: 2234 0303  Fax {8 H: 2234 0505
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Email ZEEp: enquiry@operahongkong.org
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+10% / 15% discount for purchase of 4-9 no. / 10 no. or more standard tickets
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« The programme runs for approximately 120 minutes including an intermission. For age 6 or above
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« The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and performing artists
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Website #81ik: www.operahongkong.org
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